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IN THE NAME OF ALLAH**" THE BENEFICENT THE MERCIFUL

E'L'udi lis
The Book of Benefits
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Chpter 1 — The Istikhaara (Asking for Allah®*"’s Choice)
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‘Abu Abdullah®™"® said: ‘The one who asks for Allah®*" Mighty and Majestic’s Choice
once and he is pleased with whatever Allah®" has Decided for him, Allah®" would
inevitably Choose good for him’.*

rall A gl Ty i el e laa agd () sl D ) el aSaal o)1 13 sk (8) A de W Canans 1B salinly
o 3ol Al g al ety @ L Ay Tay 13) asld cad sl &5 oY ol 48 A i Tag 0 - S 5 ) gl Ly
SR Ge el e ld

‘I heard Abu Abdullah®"* saying: ‘Whenever one of you intends for a matter, so he
should not consult anyone from the people with regards to it until he begins by
consulting Allah®". | said, ‘And what is the consultation of Allah®"?" He*"* said:
‘First of all, he should begin by getting Allah®" to Choose for him with regards to it
(Istikhara), then he should consult (the people) with regards to it. So, if he were to
begin with Allah®" Blessed and High, Allah®" would Make the goodness to flow for
him upon the tongue of the one whom he consults from the people’ (so he will get an
answer to that he did not know/thought about).?
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Abu Abdullah®™" has said: ‘Allah®" Mighty and Majestic Said: “From the wretched
ones of My**" servants is the one who works the deeds, so he does not ask for
My®** Choice (Istikhaara)’.?
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‘Abu Abdullah®®"® said: ‘The one who enters into a matter without Istikhaara, then is
afflicted, would not be Recompensed’.*
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‘| said to Abu Abdullah®"*, ‘Who is the most honourable of the people to Allah®"?’
He®" said: ‘The one most frequent in mentioning Allah®" and most obedient to
Him®*" in his deeds’. | said, ‘So who is the most hated of the people to Allah®""
He®*"* said: ‘The one who accuses Allah®"’. | said, ‘And (there is) one who accuses
Allah®*™?" The Imam®"® said: ‘Yes. The one who asks for Allah®*"s Choice, so
He®*" Makes the goodness to come by what he dislikes, and he is angered, so that
is an accuser to Allah®" >
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‘Rasool-Allah®®" said: ‘The one who asks for Allah®*"’s Choice (Istikhaara), so let
him Pray’.°
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‘| said to Abu Abdullah®"®, ‘Sometimes | intend for a matter, my soul gets divided
into two sections — one of the two orders me (for it), and the other prevents me’.
He*"* said: ‘If it was like that, so Pray two Cycles and ask for Allah®*""s Choice
(Istikhaara) one hundred times. Then look at the greater of the two Commands for
you, so do it. So if there is goodness therein, if Allah®**" so Desires, even if your
Istikhaara is regarding good health, for sometimes it is better for the man in having
his hand cut off, and the death of his son, and the going away of his wealth’.’
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Abu Abdullah®" has said: ‘Whenever my**"* father®®" intended for Istikhaara
regarding the matter, he®*"* would perform ablution and Pray two Cycles, and if it
was that the servant spoke to him®*"®, so he®**"* would be saying: ‘Glory be to
Allah®" and he®"s would not speak until he®" was free’.®
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Chapter 2 — The words (to be spoken) during the Istikhaara
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‘I heard Ja'far Bin Muhammad®"* saying: ‘One of you should make in place of his
words, ‘O Allah®"1 | ask for Your®™" Choice by Your®" Knowledge, and for Your®"
Ability by Your®™" Power! O Allah®*"! | ask for Your®*" Choice by Your®*" Mercy, and
for a measurement of the goodness by Your®" Power over it
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And that is because in your words, ‘O Allah®"! | ask for Your®" Choice by Your®"
Knowledge, and for Your®® Ability by Your® Power is the good and the evil (as
well). So if you were to place a condition in your words, it was your condition that
answers for you, but you should say, ‘O Allah®"! | ask for Your® Choice by
Your®™ Mercy, and | ask for Your® Ability by Your®" Power, for the goodness by
Your® Measurement for me, because You®™" are the Knower of the unseen and
the seen, the Beneficent, the Merciful, Therefore, | ask You*" that You*" Send
Blessings upon Muhammad®®"" the Prophet®*"" and his**"" Progeny®"*, just as
You*" Sent upon lbrahim® and the Progeny of lbrahim®, You*" are the Praised
One, the Glorious One! O Allah®"! If this matter which | am intending is better for me
regarding my Religion and my world and my Hereafter, so Ease it for me, and if it
was other than that, so Change it from me, and Change me from it’.°
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Imam Ja’far®"* Bin Muhammad®"* has said: ‘One of my**"* forefathers®"* was

saying: ‘O Allah®*"l The Praise is for You®" and in Your®" Hands is the goodness,
all of it. O Allah®"! 12" ask for Your®®" Choice by Your*" Mercy, and 1*"° ask for
Your®" Choice for the goodness by Your®*" Power over it, because You®" are Able

8 Al Mahaasin — Vo. 2 Bk 5 H 8
° Al Mahaasin — Vo. 2 Bk 5 H 9

5 out of 12




Al Mahaasin www.hubeali.com

and I**"* am not able, and You®" Know and 1**"* do not know, and You®*" Know the
unseen. O Allah®"! So whatever from the matter was closer to Your®" obedience
and remote from Your®" disobedience, and Pleasing to Yourself*®", and fulfilling of
Your®" Right, so Ease it for me and Cause me to hasten to it. And whatever was
from other than that, so Change it from me, and Change me from it, for You®" are
Aware of the subtleties (details) of that and have the Power over it'.*°
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Abu Ja'far®*®"® has said: ‘Whenever Ali**"® Bin Al-Husayn®*** thought of a matter, Hajj
or Umrah, or buying or selling, or freeing (a slave), cleansed (performed ablution),
then said: ‘O Allah®"! If such and such was better for me in my*"* Religion, and
better for me®*"* in my**"* world and my*"* Hereafter, Hasten my*"* matter and
Make it easier for me®"®, Lord®" 1°°*® intend for righteous Guidance even if 1%°"®
dislike that and my®"* soul refuses that’.**

& BN @)l 1) ) x(8) rda - sl AV DB e s 08 el o e oo dilaal Ga s (e caie
aelll 18 a8l e O A A gl ol (el o) 3 IS O 5 e Dle drie b A o jAul abaall 5eY)
sl b Al alad S o) 5o guny (Ao ad I s 1S5 1S G alad S o) algdl) 5 caiad) alle by il
DB Yy g alef W aled @lils cliliady Sl b i) 5o i o e e 4 ali AT slin s

sl Do el ¢l Y g i

‘It was narrated to me from the one to whom, Abu Ja'far®"° said: ‘Whenever 1#°"®

intend for Istikhaara regarding the great matter, 1**"° pray to Allah®" for the Choice
for a one hundred times in one sitting, and even if it was for buying a head (slave) or
(something) resembling it, 1°°"* Istikhaara it three times in one sitting. I**"* say: ‘O
Allah®"1 % ask You®" as You®" are the Knower of the unseen and the seen. If
You*" Know that such and such is better for me®*"* so Choose it for me*"* and
Ease it for me®*"®. And if You®™" Know that it is evil for me®*"* with regards to my®"*
Religion and my®*"® world and my®*"® Hereafter, so Change it from me®*"* to what is
better for me®", and Cause me®"® to be pleased regarding that, with Your®"
Judgement, for You®" Know and I1**"* do not know, and You®" are Able and 1*°"®
am not able, and You®" Judge and I**"® do not judge, You®" are the Knower of the
unseen’.'?
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Abu Abdullah®"® having said: ‘You should be saying in the Istikhaara, ‘I ask for
Allah®"'s Choice, and Allah®"'s Power, and | rely upon Allah®", and there is no
Might or Strength except with Allah®". | have intended a matter, so | ask my God**",
if that was Pleasing to Him*" then He®*" should Fulfil my need, and if it was
Wrathful to Him*" then He*" should Change me from it, and Cause me to be in
agreement with His®*" Pleasure’.*®
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Chapter 3 — The consultation
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(It has been narrated) from Ja’far Bin Muhammad®"*, from his®*"* father®*"* having
said: ‘It was said to Rasool-Allah®*®"", ‘What is the resoluteness?’ He**"" said:

‘Consulting the ones with the opinion and then follow them (the Commands).**
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(It has been reported) from Abu Abdullah®"*® has said: ‘In what Rasool-Allah®*""

bequeathed to Ali**"* was that he®®"" said: ‘There is no demonstration like the

consultation, nor an intellect like the management.*
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Abu Ja'far®™®"® has said: ‘In the Torah there are four lines — The one who does not
consult, regrets, and the poverty is the greatest death, and just as you have
condemned, you shall be condemned, and the one who is a king would be (held)
accounted for’.*®

o) Osdas pdll oK yal 815 i) 1JE (8) & s (o e e s dglae saa (e canlill (i ge 0 clie

13 Al Mahaasin — Vo. 2 Bk 5 H 13
14 Al Mahaasin — Vo. 2 Bk 5 H 14
5 Al Mahaasin — Vo. 2 Bk 5 H 15
6 Al Mahaasin — Vo. 2 Bk 5 H 16

7 out of 12




Al Mahaasin www.hubeali.com

Abu Abdullah®" has said: ‘Consult with regards to your matter with those who fear
their Lord®"” >’
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Abu Abdullah®™"® has said: ‘A person is never destroyed if (he) consults’.*®
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Abu Abdullah®"* has narrated that Ali**"*® said in a speech of his®**"*: ‘Consult in your
discussion with those who are fearing Allah®".*°
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‘A slave of Abu Al-Hassan Al-Reza®*"* called ‘Sa’ad’ passed away, so he®"* said:

‘Consult with me®*"® for a man of his merit and his trustworthiness’. So | said, ‘I give
consultation to you®"*1?" So he®*"* said, resembling anger: ‘Rasool-Allah®*"" was
consulting his**"" companions, then resolved in doing whatever he®*"" wanted to!’
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‘Abu Abdullah®*"* once consulted me with regards to a matter, so | said, ‘May
Allah®" Keep you®"* well! The likes of me consulted by the likes of you®"*1?" He®"*
said: ‘Yes, if 1" were to consult you’.?°
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‘I was in the presence of Abu Al-Hassan Al-Reza™"™, so we mentioned his
father®"®, so he®"* said: ‘His*"* intellect cannot be equated to the intellects (of the
people), and sometimes he®"* would consult a black from his®"* blacks (slave). So,
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it was said, ‘You®" are consulting the likes of these?’ He®"* said: ‘Perhaps Allah®"
the Blessed and High would Open his tongue’. He®"* said: ‘So, sometimes %"
consult with him for something and 1%*"* work in accordance with it from the (matters

of the) estate and the orchard’.?
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‘| heard Abu Abdullah®"® saying: ‘Consult the intellectual from the men, the pious, for
he would not order except with the goodness, and beware of the opponents, for the
opposigg of the pious and the intellectual are the spoilers in the Religion and the
world’.
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Abu Abdullah®" has narrated that Rasool-Allah®*"" said: ‘Consultation of the
intellectual adviser is guidance, and right, and successfulness from Allah®". So if
you were to consult, do so from the intellectual adviser. Beware of the opposition, for

in that is the fragility (weakness)’.?®
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‘Abu Abdullah®"* said: ‘What is preventing one of you from consulting intellectual
men, pious in Religion, when wealth is presented before him?" Then Abu
Abdullah®"* said: ‘But, if he were to do that, Allah®" would not Abandon him. But,
Allah®" would Raise him and would Cast the best of the affairs on him, and it would
bring him closer to Allah®*" 24
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Abu Abdullah®"* has said: ‘The one who consults his brother, but he does not advise
him with pure opinion, Allah®" would Confiscate his opinion (intellect to give good
opinion)’.*®
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Abu Abdullah®" has said: ‘The consultation does not take place except with its
Limits. So the one who recognises it with its Limits (then fine) otherwise its harm
upon the consulting one would be greater than its benefit.

So the first of it (Limit) is that the consulted one should be intelligent; and the second
is that he should be free (unbiased), a Religious man; and the third is that he should
be a truthful, brotherly; and the fourth is that he should be notified of your secret so
that his knowledge (of the matter) should become just like your knowledge of it, then

he would veil that and conceal it’.?°
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So if he was intelligent, you would benefit by his consultation, and if he was free (un-
bias) and Religious, he would strive hard with himself in the advice to you, and if he
was truthful, brotherly, he would conceal your secret when you notify him of your
secret; and when you notify him of your secret so that his knowledge was like your
knowledge (of the matter), his consultation would be complete (not deficient), and his
advice would be complete (as well)’.?’
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Chapter 4 — The Drawing of lots
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‘| asked Abu Abdullah®"* about the newborn who neither has what the men have,
nor what the women have, so he®" said: ‘This is what the Imam®"* draws lots
upon. He*"* writes upon an arrow, ‘Servant of Allah®"”, and writes upon another
arrow, ‘Maid servant of Allah®", then the Imam®"* or the lot-drawer would be
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saying: ‘O Allah®"! You®" are Allah®™. There is no god except for You®", Knower
of the unseen and the seen. You®" would be Judging between Your®" servants on
the Day of Judgement with regards to what they used to differ in. Explain for us this
matter of the newborn until we confer upon it what is Obligated for it in Your®"
Book'’.
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He®"® said: ‘Then he®"* places the two arrows in an opaque container, then lifts
one, so whichever comes out, is conferred upon it’.?2
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‘One of our companions asked Abu Abdullah®"* about a problem, so he®*"* said to
him: ‘This is what has come out in the drawing of the lots’. Then he®"* said: ‘And
which judgement is more just than the drawing of the lots when the matter is
delegated to Allah®" Mighty and Majestic? Is Allah®" Blessed and High not Saying
[37:141] So he drew lots (with them), but was of those who are cast off?"%
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Chapter 5 — Concealment of the pain
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Abu Abdullah®™"* has said: ‘Manifesting the thing before it is grasped, spoils it’.*
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Chapter 6 — Acceptance of the advice
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‘Abu Ja'far®™"* said: ‘Follow the (advice of) the one who cries for you (cares for you)

for he is an adviser, and do not follow the (advice of) the one who laughs at you as

he is an adulterator (contaminator) for you’.*
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‘Abu Abdullah®*" said: ‘The believer is not needless from a quality, and by it is
needy to three qualities — successfulness from Allah®" Mighty and Majestic, and a
preaching from himself, and accepting (advice) from the one who advises him’.*?
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This completes the Book of benefits by the Praise of Allah®", and from
Him®" and goodly success, and Blessings upon the Prophet Muhammad®*""
and his*®"" Progeny®"*, and greetings with abundant greetings.
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